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One Team...One Fallsburg Family!
by Joslyn

 
       What makes Fallsburg different, you ask? We like to pride ourselves on family and community.

Mr. Mellan and Ms. Hayden

       Mr. Mellan and Ms. Hayden are married, and have worked in our Fallsburg School District for
four years. They did not intend to work in the same district when they met in college, it just
happened! They both interviewed for positions at Benjamin Cosor Elementary School, and they were
both offered jobs at the same school at the same time. Mr. Mellan and Ms. Hayden love working
together. They feel that working together brings them even closer because they rarely see each
other due to their different schedules. Mr. Mellan stays after school to coach our Fallsburg High
School wrestling team, and Ms. Hayden goes home after school. Working in the same place also
allows them to relate through their daily experiences. Mr. Mellan and Ms. Hayden have very different
professional and personal goals. Mr. Mellan is more of a sportsman, and Ms. Hayden enjoys arts and
crafts, as well as computers. They share one common goal to teach and lead their students to be the
                                           best they can be. And, even though there are drawbacks to working in the
                                           same building, they would not change anything about it.

                                                                                     The Dromazos Family 
                                      
                                                   Ms. Dromazos is a teacher, and Mr. Dromazos and Mrs. Dromazos are           
                                           aides at BCES, but what makes them different from other teachers is that 
                                           they are all related. They all enjoy working together. This is a plus when they 
                                           forget lunch or have a difficult day. They do not see each other very 
                                           often because their schedules are different.
                                                  The family never planned to all work together. Mrs. Dromazos was an
                                           aide here when Ms. Dromazos (her daughter) finished college, and she
                                           decided to become a substitute teacher. Later her son, Mr. Dromazos,
                                           became an aide. Mrs. Dromazos and Mr. Dromazos commute together on 
                                           their way to school because they live very close to one another. In their off 
                                           time, they like to talk about all of their funny and stressful situations, and 
                                           they all understand each other. The Dromazos family enjoys working 
                                           together and would not change it. 
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The Missing Princess 
by Ava (Ms. Dromazos' 3rd-grade student)

Part One
 

Chapter One: Disappeared
 

       Once upon a time, there lived a beautiful, royal family. One day the princess went to school as
usual, but it was not usual this time. Some man told her to get some ice cream before school. She
walked off, but he insisted so she had to say yes. Wrong choice! Her family never saw her again.
       Three years later we still haven’t found her. “Today is her 13th birthday and we are going to find
her. I know it,” said Detective Jaymes. “Do you promise?” asked Joy, sobbing. “I don't promise but I will
try,” said Jaymes. “Ok,” said Kate, sobbing loudly. “Once you find her please bring my princess home. I
need to see my daughter again,” said Jack, also crying. “We will try our best, because it is three years
later.” “She gets crowned queen next month so we need to find her this month or we will have to
postpone her getting crowned queen until we find her.” 
       “We have four suspects: Andrew, Raya, Charles and Andy. Let's start with Andy and her daughter
Jessaca. We like to call her Jess.” RING RING!! “Hello, is this Andy?” “Yes it is.” “Please come to the station
now!” “Why?” “FOR SOME IMPORTANT REASONS!” 
       Andy went to the station with her daughter Jess and she was interviewed about the princess. “I
hated her. I'm happy that she disappeared. She left me for her new princess life. I deserve her life. She
left me at the worst time in World War II. My dad is risking his life. I need him. She left me. I hate her so
much she is the worst!” Jessaca yelled. “Ok, then!” said Jaymes. “I think that's enough talking for now.
Let's interview Andy.” 
       “So, Andy, how do you know Sophia, the princess?” “I know her because she is the queen's
daughter and my daughter's ex-best friend!” “Ok, then. Is there anything else about Jess?” “Oh, Jess has
been staying out late with this man. I don't know his name but he has black hair and has a duffel bag
with him. It's mischievous. I told her not to see him again.” “Can you describe him more?” “Yes I can. He
wears a green cloak, sunglasses at night, and does not talk at all.”

Chapter Two: Searching

       “Jess would know,” Jaymes thought. “Jess, come here!” Andy screamed. “Ok, mom,” said Jess
running fast. “Tell this man who you are staying out late with.” “Um, Charles is his name,” said Jess
shivering. Andy asked, “what's wrong?” Jessaca said, “nothing?” “Can you tell him to come to the
station? Are you going to call him now?” asked James. “Yes I am.”
       Charlies answered the phone. “Hello, Charles, can you come to the station?” “Ok, see you when
you get here. Bye. He is coming.”
       BEEP BEEP! “That's his car, he is here,” Jess said. “Why am I here?” Charles asked.” “Oh, she is in a
swamp! BYE!” yelled Charles, running away fast.
       “Oh it’s time to look for clues,” said Detective James. “BYE!” said Jessaca running away quickly.
“WAIT!” called Detective James, but she was too far away. Let's go to the only swamp in the boundary. I
don't want to go out of the boundary again it's weird out there. “Oh no!” said detective James. “Let's
look in the boundary first and if we don't find some clues we will have to go out of the boundary
again.” I say again because she went out of the boundary when she was little. 
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        Three hours later-nothing. “I guess we have to go out of the boundary.” “I don't want to go out of
the boundary again. I guess let’s go now,” said Detective James. “Cross the line very slowly ok?” BEEP
BEEP! “Oh no! RUN!” screamed Detective James. “Stop right there! I called police officers Kendra, Carter
and their assistant Camden!”
       Ms. Dromazos stopped them in their tracks. Jaymes could run away but police officer Penelope got
away with police officer Brenda. Soon, Ms. Dromazos couldn’t hold them back any longer. The police
came running. The team stopped once they could catch up to police officer Aubrey. They all asked her,
“where did James go?” She stopped running to catch her breath before she could start talking. Aaron
raged, “WHERE DID HE GO!!” “Chill out, Aaron,” said Alivia. “No!” “Go to the North Pole, Aaron,” said
Alivia. “Yeah I agree,” Aubrey said. “Uh, girl,” said Aaron. “Shoo!” the girls shouted. 
       Ella, the police officer said, “Stop being mean to Aaron before I tell on you guys!” “Fine,” said the
girls walking away slowly, thinking of what to say next but they heard something. Jaymes ran so fast
that he felt like he was flying. They were going to chase him but something unexpected happened. Ella
spoke up, “Stop!” “Why are you trying to stop him? He's helping us find her. Just let him help us find
Sophia the Princess.”

Chapter Three: Almost There 

       “I found something!” yelled James. “Let’s go and stop being so mean to Aaron,” said Brenda. “I know
you guys want to fight but we have more important things to do. Are you coming to see? There's
footprints here! That's really unusual!”
       “There's one long footprint like someone is dragging something along.” “Are we dealing with a
kidnapping case?” “She was eleven when she went missing, so I think she was here before we got
here.” “Wait-Charles left during the meeting. Do you think he was the one who did it? Do you think he
will tell us where Sofia the princess is?” asked Penelope. “I don't know,” said Kendra “Yeah, me either,”
said Jaymes. “Wait! Look, a piece of paper on the floor.” “What does it say?” “It says “Come find me. I’m
in the s… It stops there.” “What starts with s?” “THE SEA!” screamed Kendra. “No, she is not at the sea,”
said Jaymes. “I think I know,” said police officer Ella.

Chapter Four: Find the Princess
     
       “Let’s go to the swamp where she might be, ”said Ella. They found the princess! But they need to
find who did it. She was tied up. They went to Charles’ house. Right then and there he told them
everything. Jess, Charles, and Andy went to federal prison because Andy was the one who told Jess to
do it; they were never to be seen again. Jessaca wanted REVENGE!

 To Be Continued…
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Honduras
by Fressia

 
       Located in the center of Central America, the
Republic of Honduras is the second-largest
country in the region. Honduras is a country of
great poverty and sadness, but there are many
beautiful places to visit. Honduras has a tropical
rainforest, coconut palm trees, islands that are
nature reserves, and the second-largest barrier
reef in the world.  It has the most mountain
ranges of any country in Central America.
Honduras also has coasts on the Caribbean Sea
and the Pacific Ocean. 
       There are many tourist attractions in
Honduras. In the rainforest near Guatemala, the
ancient Mayan ceremonial site Copan has
hieroglyphics carved into stone. There are also
tall stone monuments. Roatan, La Ceiba, Lake
Yojoa and Tela, and the Bay Islands are some of
the most popular places to visit. 
       Honduras has many traditional dishes. Some
examples are baleada (tortilla with beans), the
famous batrachians (fried tortilla chips topped
with beans, cheese, and hot sauce), and
enchiladas. 

 Book Review: A Wrinkle In Time 
by Victoria

 
        A Wrinkle In Time written by Madeleine L'Engle, is about a girl
named Meg, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin.
They travel through space with goddesses named Mrs. Whatsit,
Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who. Together they go through many
obstacles to find Meg and Charles's missing father, who
disappeared when Meg was a child. 
       I love this book. The details are descriptive, and the events that
unfold are crazy. Furthermore, the relationship between Meg and
Calvin makes the book way more exciting. Lastly, the twists and
turns will keep you on the edge of your seat. If you like adventure, I
highly recommend A Wrinkle in Time!
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How Did Valentine's Day Originate?
by Sophia

       If you think like me, you are probably wondering,
how did the customs of Valentine's Day originate? If
so, keep on reading! One theory says Valentine's
Day's name came from a priest who was martyred*
by Emperor Claudius ll Gothicus. It states that he
wrote a letter to his jailer's daughter that read, "From
your Valentine."     
       Another theory states that the name "Valentine"
came from St. Valentine of Terni, who was a bishop.
The two saints might have been one person. 
       A third legend states that St. Valentine disobeyed
the emperor's orders and secretly married couples to
keep the husbands from war.

*A martyr is a person who is killed because of their religious or
other beliefs.

 Movie Review: Dolittle
by Kiara

 
       Dolittle is a great young people's fiction movie. It is
completely packed with fun, adventure, and lots of talking
animals. It is a great movie for comedy lovers, adventure
lovers, and in general, movie lovers! The storyline is
enjoyable and captivating, and this big kid got swept
along with the lighthearted fun that I felt when watching
this film. 
       I liked many things about this film. There are many
interesting characters with very interesting names! There
is a very wild selection of characters like zoo animals and
everyday pets. This movie will leave you with a great
sense of adventure and a great deal of love for the movie.
One can enjoy it with your family or friends, or with
anyone!

  
 



Have a picnic
Plant flowers 
Grow Vegetables
Take spring pictures 
Go hiking or for a walk
Play outside sports
Spring clean your home
Have family cookouts
Get out in the sun 
Fly a kite
Go camping
Make/sell lemonade 
Have a barbecue 
Do arts and crafts
Make ice cream

Looking for something to do this
spring? 
by Alisson

You could:

      Personally, my favorite choice is to make
lemonade for my family and me. Use 5 cups of
water, 2 cups of granulated sugar, and about 6
lemons; combine all ingredients in a pitcher. Try
it out next time you’re looking for something
different to do or make! 
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Valentines for Vets at BCES
by Sophia

 
       For many years, BCES has delivered hundreds of hand-made Valentine's Day cards to veterans in
New York State V.A. Hospitals. This year, the program began the week of January 13, 2022, and ended
on February 1, 2022. The effort put into these cards was school-wide. Teachers from Pre-K through
sixth grade devoted a period from their schedules to discussing who veterans are and what they
mean to our country. Students had the opportunity to share if any of their relatives are or were in the
military. Valentine's Day is important to all ages, from young to old. That is why this program is a part
of BCES's yearly schedule.
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Chinchillas are the Most Unusual!
by Payton

 
       When one thinks about having a pet, they often think about cuddling or playing with them.
However, chinchillas don't like to cuddle! In addition, they bite as a way of showing their love.  OUCH!
Chinchillas have long front teeth. They usually bite human fingers, and those bites can be painful.
Chinchillas are also really soft, cute, and fluffy. Also, chinchillas can begin to have babies when they are
seven months old. If a chinchilla gets wet, its body has a hard time retaining heat which can also make
them sick. Chinchillas eat hay-based pellets with no seeds, and they can eat nuts or dried fruit too.
They also need to drink clean water, and they drink out of water bottles that hang from the side of
their cages. Chinchillas keep their coats clean by rolling in specially made bedding. They are really
playful and very active. When they are out of their cage, one has to watch them all the time. They are
nocturnal, so one cannot play with them much during the day. Chinchillas go to sleep around dawn
and wake up in the evening. 

When you think you know everything, you might not!
by Jiya 

 
 Here's what I found:

Ms. Decker: 
Her birthday is June 16th, and she has been teaching for 30 years. She has taught 1st, 4th,
5th, and 6th grade. She loves eating at Yannies, shopping at Marshalls and T.J.Maxx. Her
favorite beverage is Peach Snapple Iced Tea. Ms. Decker's favorite flower is a tulip. She likes
the colors red, black, and purple. Her favorite candies are Baby Ruth bars, and red licorice.
Ms. Decker's favorite dessert is apple pie. Some of her hobbies are golf and softball. One
fact most people don't know is that Ms. Decker enjoys parasailing. 

Mr. Persten: 
His birthday is September 10th, and he has taught kindergarten for 20 years. Mr. Persten
loves eating at Mr. Sushi. His favorite places to shop are Nike and Adidas. Mr. Persten likes
to drink Fresca and enjoys Sour Patch Kids for candy. His favorite color is black, and his
favorite hobby is riding his motorcycle. Mr. Persten would like his students to know that he
wants to make a difference in their lives. 
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Third Quarter Events, Celebrations, and Highlights
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